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independencies are struggling for existence, If we call
the cradle-roll of the new-born nationalities we find
them scattered from the Balkans to the Baltic, from
Ireland to Azerbaijan, from Palestine to Vladivostok;
all new and untried factors in the world's affairs.
War is new, It is fought with weapons hitherto
unknown.
Commerce is new. Strange commodities are carried
by novel channels of trade.
Finance is new. The old standard is lost, and no one
knows which nations are bankrupt and which solvent,
Science is new. It is outgrowing its clothes, its old
formulas and theories.
Consequently it is more difficult than ever to predict
the future or to apply the lessons of the past.
The historian Seeley once remarked, ' When I hear
a man say, " History teaches us," I say to myself that
man is going to tell a lie, and he always does.9
History cannot help us much now because it is the
history of another and very different world from ours.
So many unknown quantities have been introduced into
our present problem that it cannot be solved by the
old rules,